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1
HYBRID HEATER ASSEMBLY WITH
HEATING ELEMENTS HAVING DIFFERENT
WATTAGE DENSITIES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is related to concurrently filed U.S.
application Ser. No. 13/692,040 (now U.S. Pat. No. 8,993,
936) and entitled “Hybrid Heater Assembly,” the disclosure
of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The subject matter disclosed herein relates to heaters, and
more particularly to heaters used in air conditioning units.

Current air conditioning units such as package terminal
heat pump (PTHP) units and package terminal air conditioner
(PTAC) units are known to use a ceramic heater to provide
electric heating within the unit. The ceramic heater in such
units is known to have a positive temperature coefficient
(PTC) of resistance, and is thus known as a PTC heater. The
types of ceramics used in PTC heaters include, but are not
limited to, barium titanate and lead titanate composites. The
ceramic heater may be used for a room heating function (e.g.,
in the PTHP unit) and for a unit defrost function (e.g., in the
PTAC unit).

While the PTC heater provides benefits such as lower watt-
age density and self-regulation, which are favorable for safety
purposes, the PTC heater is susceptible to wattage degrada-
tion over the life of the heater. It has been proposed in the U.S.
patent application entitled “Triac Control of Positive Tem-
perature Coefficient (PTC) Heaters in Room Air Condition-
ers,” Ser. No. 12/704,816, filed Feb. 12, 2010, the disclosure
of which is incorporated by reference herein, to slowly ramp
up the heat output of a PTC heater, using a triac control
methodology, to help minimize the wattage degradation
effect over the life of the heater. This gradual heat up of the
PTC heater, which can take up to several minutes to reach a
full heat output level, may not be desirable to some users.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

As described herein, the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention overcome one or more disadvantages
known in the art.

In one embodiment, a heater assembly comprises: one or
more first heating elements, the one or more first heating
elements being characterized by a first wattage density; and
one or more second heating elements, the one or more second
heating elements being characterized by a second wattage
density, the second wattage density being greater than the first
wattage density. The one or more second heating elements are
interspersed with the one or more first heating elements.

In another embodiment, an air conditioning unit comprises
a heater assembly comprising: one or more first heating ele-
ments, the one or more first heating elements being charac-
terized by a first wattage density; and one or more second
heating elements, the one or more second heating elements
being characterized by a second wattage density, the second
wattage density being greater than the first wattage density.
The one or more second heating elements are interspersed
with the one or more first heating elements.

In one further embodiment, the one or more first heating
elements are ribbon heaters and the one or more second
heating elements are coil heaters, the ribbon heaters having a
lower wattage density than the coil heaters.
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Advantageously, using a combination of coil heaters and
ribbon heaters within one heater assembly allows a user to
realize the “instant on” benefits of the coil heaters and the
ribbon heaters, and the lower wattage density and safety
benefits of the ribbon heaters. In particular, the lower wattage
density of the ribbon heaters serves to spread the heat output
of the heat assembly over a larger airflow surface area than
would otherwise be the case in a heater assembly with coil
heaters only. Additionally, since PTC heaters are eliminated,
there is no need for triac ramp-up control of the PTC heaters.

These and other aspects and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent from the following detailed
description considered in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings. It is to be understood, however, that the drawings
are designed solely for purposes of illustration and not as a
definition of the limits of the invention, for which reference
should be made to the appended claims. Moreover, the draw-
ings are not necessarily drawn to scale and, unless otherwise
indicated, they are merely intended to conceptually illustrate
the structures and procedures described herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an air conditioning unit, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram of a hybrid heater assembly, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a schematic of a hybrid heater
assembly, in accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

One or more of the heater assembly embodiments of the
invention will be described below in the context of an air
conditioning unit, such as a commercial air conditioning unit.
However, it is to be understood that heater assembly embodi-
ments of the invention are not intended to be limited to air
conditioning units. Rather, heater assembly embodiments of
the invention may be applied to and deployed in any other
suitable environment in which it would be desirable to
improve heating functions and to reduce the costs associated
with manufacturing and/or operating the heater assembly.

FIG. 1 is an exploded diagram of an air conditioning unit,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. More
particularly, FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary air conditioning
unit 100 within which a hybrid heater assembly according to
an embodiment of the invention may be deployed. The air
conditioning unit 100 may, for example, be a package termi-
nal heat pump (PTHP) unit or a package terminal air condi-
tioner (PTAC) unit, which are commercial units available
from General Electric Company (Fairfield, Conn.) as part of
their Zoneline® product line. However, it is to be understood
that embodiments of the invention are not limited to use in
such specific air conditioning units or in air conditioning units
generally, as mentioned above.

As generally shown in FIG. 1, air conditioning unit 100
comprises a room cabinet 102, a chassis 104, a wall sleeve
106, and an outside grille 108. In the context of a commercial
unit (such as may be installed in a hotel room; although this
could be a household unit as well), the unit is installed
through an outside wall of the room such that the room cabi-
net 102 is accessible in the room, and such that a user control
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panel 103 is accessible within the room for a user to control
the cooling/heating functions of the unit.

The wall sleeve 106 passes through a wall of the room, and
the grille 108 is on the outside of the room (outdoors). The
chassis 104 comprises the electronics, heating and cooling
components and assemblies associated with the air condition-
ing unit 100. A universal power connector 110, which will be
described further below, provides electrical power connec-
tions for the unit 100 to be powered by a power source (not
shown) of the building in which the unit is deployed.

Heater assembly embodiments of the invention may be part
of chassis 104. Since the present application is directed to
heater assemblies, the other components and assemblies of
the air conditioning unit 100 are not further described herein
unless to facilitate a further understanding of the heater
assembly embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a hybrid heater assembly
200, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. As
mentioned above, the hybrid heater assembly 200 in FIG. 2
may be mounted in the chassis 104 of air conditioning unit
100 shown in FIG. 1.

As shown, hybrid heater assembly 200 comprises ribbon
heating elements (heaters) 202-1, 202-2 and 202-3. Inter-
spersed with the ribbon heaters 202-1, 202-2 and 202-3 are
coil heating elements (heaters) 204-1 and 204-2. The coil
heaters 204-1 and 204-2 may be resistance heating elements,
including non-magnetic alloy heating elements formed from
nichrome. One skilled in the art will appreciate that other
materials may be used in place of nichrome. The ribbon
heaters 202-1, 202-2 and 202-3 may be resistance heating
elements, including non-magnetic alloy heating elements
formed from nichrome. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the ribbon
heaters are configured in a relatively open, zig-zag configu-
ration. The coil heaters are configured as relatively tightly
packed coils or resistance wire. Consequently, the coil heaters
204-1 and 204-2 have a higher wattage density than the rib-
bon heating elements 202-1, 202-2 and 202-3. As is known,
“wattage density” is the rated wattage of an element per unit
of'surface heated area (typically, square inches), and indicates
the potential to transmit heat.

Advantageously, it is realized in accordance with embodi-
ments of the invention that interspersing coil heaters with
ribbon heaters in a hybrid heater assembly provides the lower
effective watt density associated with heater assemblies com-
prising PTC heaters, without the aforementioned disadvan-
tages associated with the PTC heaters. That is, coil heaters are
typically resistance wire type heaters which heat up to a
desired heat output level within a short time duration from
when they are powered on. Relatively speaking, they are
considered to heat up to such a desired heat output level
instantly or within a period of time which is perceivably
negligible to a user (i.e., “instant on” capability). In compari-
son, PTC heaters controlled by triacs to minimize wattage
degradation as described above take longer from power on to
heat up to a desired heat output level.

Ribbon heaters are also considered “instant-on” and thus
also do not require slow ramp-up triac control to minimize
wattage degradation over the life of the heater. But a ribbon
heater has a lower wattage density than a coil heater. In
accordance with embodiments of the invention, the coil heat-
ers provide “instant on” heating at a higher wattage density
and the ribbon heaters with their lower wattage density help
diffuse the heat output of the heat assembly to the airstream to
achieve a lower uniform wattage density overall for the heater
assembly than would otherwise be the case with coil heaters
alone. In other words, the ribbon heaters lower the overall
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wattage density of the heater assembly for improved safety
and heat dispersion within the hybrid heater assembly.

Principles of the invention are not limited to the order in
which the heaters in the hybrid heater assembly 200 are
turned on. Thus, in some embodiments, the coil and ribbon
heaters may be powered on at substantially the same time. In
other embodiments, the ribbon heaters may be powered on
prior to the coil heaters. In still other embodiments, the coil
heaters are powered on prior to the ribbon heaters. It is impor-
tant to note that various other configurations are possible. For
example, one coil heater 204-1 and one ribbon heater 202-1
may be powered on, with the remaining heaters (or some
subset thereof) being powered on after a predetermined delay
period. One skilled in the art will readily appreciate that
various other configurations and power-up sequences are pos-
sible.

It is to be appreciated that while coil heaters 204-1 and
204-2 are described in this embodiment as nichrome heaters,
they could alternatively be formed from any other compara-
bly suitable non-magnetic alloy. The same is the case for the
ribbon heaters 202-1, 202-2 and 202-3.

Further, while only three ribbon heaters and two coil heat-
ers are shown in the embodiment of FIG. 2, it is to be under-
stood that hybrid heater assembly embodiments of the inven-
tion can include one or more ribbon heaters interspersed with
one or more coil heaters.

Note also that the coil heaters 204-1 and 204-2 in the
embodiment of FIG. 2 are distributed substantially evenly
within the heater assembly 200, i.e., the vertical placement of
the ribbon heaters and the nichrome coil heaters alternate
(ribbon heater 202-1, coil heater 204-1, ribbon heater 202-2,
coil heater 204-2, ribbon heater 202-3). This provides for a
substantially even distribution of the instant heat output that is
realized when the coil heaters are powered on. In turn, the air
conditioning unit in which the heater assembly resides can be
fabricated with more polymeric material components/assem-
blies in place of metal material components/assemblies since
the polymeric materials are less likely to melt when the heat
is substantially evenly distributed rather than concentrated in
one area of the heater assembly. Increased use of polymeric
materials reduces the manufacturing cost associated with the
unit.

Embodiments of the invention also serve to realize opera-
tional efficiencies, as will be described now in the context of
FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a schematic of a hybrid heater
assembly, in accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion. The schematic of hybrid heater assembly 300 shown in
FIG. 3 corresponds to the hybrid heater assembly 200
described above in FIG. 2.

As shown, the hybrid heater assembly 300 comprises uni-
versal power connector 301 (corresponding to connector 110
in FIG. 1), ribbon heater 302-1 (corresponding to ribbon
heater 202-1 in FIG. 2), ribbon heater 302-2 (corresponding
to ribbon heater 202-2 in FIG. 2), nichrome heater 304-1
(corresponding to coil heater 204-1 in FIG. 2), nichrome
heater 304-2 (corresponding to coil heater 204-2 in FIG. 2), a
controller 306, and test/fuse circuitry 308. Note that for sim-
plicity and clarity of the FIG. 3 arrangement, a ribbon heater
corresponding to ribbon heater 202-3 in FIG. 2 is omitted.
One skilled in the art will appreciate that the specific number
of ribbon heaters and/or coil heaters in a given hybrid heater
assembly may vary.

It is to be appreciated that depending on the power source
connected to the universal power connector 301, the heater
assembly 300 can draw different current amounts in order to
provide different total output heat levels.
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Thus, by way of example only, assume that each nichrome
heater 304-1 and 304-2 is designed to produce about 1200
Watts (W) of heat output, ribbon heater 302-1 is designed to
produce about 1000 W ofheat output, and ribbon heater 302-2
is designed to produce about 1400 W of heat output when
operated at 230 volts. By selectively powering on one or more
of'the heaters, different total heat output levels are realized by
the heater assembly 300. Selection of the appropriate heater
for powering on is controlled by controller 306 (which can be
under the control of one or more software programs as further
mentioned below).

Again, by way of the example wattages above, operating
the two nichrome heaters 304-1 and 304-2 and the ribbon
heater (302-1) provides about 3400 W of heat output (2400 W
from two nichrome heaters plus 1000 W from the ribbon
heater). Alternatively, about 4800 W of heat output are
achieved when both ribbon heaters 302-1 (1000 W) and 302-2
(1400 W) are powered on together with the nichrome heaters
304-1 (1200 W) and 304-2 (1200 W).

It is to be appreciated that the above power/current values
and the power-on combinations of the various heaters are only
illustrative examples, and thus other values and power-on
combinations are possible.

Lastly, the test/fuse circuitry 308 shown in FIG. 3 may be
conventional circuitry for protecting the air conditioning unit
from overheating and otherwise malfunctioning. One of ordi-
nary skill in the art will realize the functions and implemen-
tations of such circuitry.

It is to be further appreciated that the air conditioning units
and/or heater assemblies described herein may have control
circuitry including, but not limited to, a microprocessor (pro-
cessor) that is programmed, for example, with suitable soft-
ware or firmware, to implement one or more techniques as
described herein. By way of example only, such control cir-
cuitry may control cooling and/or heating operations. One
example is controller 306 in FIG. 3. In other embodiments, an
ASIC (Application Specific Integrated Circuit) or other
arrangement could be employed. One of ordinary skill in the
art will be familiar with air conditioning units and heater
assemblies and given the teachings herein will be enabled to
make and use one or more embodiments of the invention; for
example, by programming a microprocessor with suitable
software or firmware to cause the air conditioning units and
heater assemblies to perform illustrative steps described
herein. Software includes but is not limited to firmware, resi-
dent software, microcode, etc. As is known in the art, part or
all of one or more aspects of the invention discussed herein
may be distributed as an article of manufacture that itself
comprises a tangible computer readable recordable storage
medium having computer readable code means embodied
thereon. The computer readable program code means is oper-
able, in conjunction with a computer system or microproces-
sor, to carry out all or some of the steps to perform the
methods or create the apparatuses discussed herein. A com-
puter-usable medium may, in general, be a recordable
medium (e.g., floppy disks, hard drives, compact disks,
EEPROMSs, or memory cards) or may be a transmission
medium (e.g., a network comprising fiber-optics, the world-
wide web, cables, or a wireless channel using time-division
multiple access, code-division multiple access, or other
radio-frequency channel). Any medium known or developed
that can store information suitable for use with a computer
system may be used. The computer-readable code means is
any mechanism for allowing a computer or processor to read
instructions and data, such as magnetic variations on mag-
netic media or height variations on the surface of a compact
disk. The medium can be distributed on multiple physical
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devices. As used herein, a tangible computer-readable record-
able storage medium is intended to encompass a recordable
medium, examples of which are set forth above, but is not
intended to encompass a transmission medium or disembod-
ied signal. A microprocessor may include and/or be coupled
to a suitable memory.

Thus, while there have been shown and described and
pointed out fundamental novel features of the invention as
applied to exemplary embodiments thereof, it will be under-
stood that various omissions and substitutions and changes in
the form and details of the devices illustrated, and in their
operation, may be made by those skilled in the art without
departing from the spirit of the invention. Moreover, it is
expressly intended that all combinations of those elements
and/or method steps which perform substantially the same
function in substantially the same way to achieve the same
results are within the scope of the invention. Furthermore, it
should be recognized that structures and/or elements and/or
method steps shown and/or described in connection with any
disclosed form or embodiment of the invention may be incor-
porated in any other disclosed or described or suggested form
or embodiment as a general matter of design choice. It is the
intention, therefore, to be limited only as indicated by the
scope of the claims appended hereto.

What is claimed is:

1. A heater assembly comprising:

a plurality of first heating elements, the plurality of first
beating elements being characterized by a first wattage
density; and

one or more second heating elements, the one or more
second heating elements being characterized by a sec-
ond wattage density, the second wattage density being
greater than the first wattage density,

wherein the one or more second heating elements are alter-
nately distributed with the plurality of first heating ele-
ments, the plurality of first heating elements comprise
one or more ribbon heating elements, and the one or
more second heating elements comprise one or more
coil heating elements.

2. The heater assembly of claim 1, wherein the one or more
second heating elements are distributed substantially evenly
within the heater assembly.

3. The heater assembly of claim 1, wherein the one or more
second heating elements comprise one or more non-magnetic
alloy heating elements.

4. The heater assembly of claim 3, wherein the one or more
non-magnetic alloy heating elements are formed from
nichrome.

5. The heater assembly of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
first heating elements and the one or more second heating
elements are configured to be selectively powered on to
obtain different overall heat output levels for the heater
assembly.

6. An air conditioning unit comprising:

a heater assembly comprising:

a plurality of first heating elements, the plurality of first
heating elements being characterized by a first watt-
age density; and

one or more second heating elements, the one or more
second heating elements being characterized by a sec-
ond wattage density, the second wattage density being
greater than the first wattage density,

wherein the one or more second heating elements are
alternately distributed with the plurality of first heat-
ing elements.
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7. The air conditioning unit of claim 6, wherein the one or
more second heating elements are distributed substantially
evenly within the heater assembly.

8. The air conditioning unit of claim 6, wherein the plural-
ity of first heating elements comprise one or more ribbon
heating elements.

9. The air conditioning unit of claim 6, wherein the one or
more second heating elements comprise coil heating ele-
ments.

10. The air conditioning unit of claim 6, wherein the one or
more second heating elements comprise one or more non-
magnetic alloy heating elements.

11. The air conditioning unit of claim 10, wherein the one
or more non-magnetic alloy heating elements are formed
from nichrome.

12. The air conditioning unit of claim 6, further comprising
a controller coupled to the heater assembly, the controller
controlling the powering on of the plurality of first heating
elements and the one or more second heating elements,
wherein the plurality of first heating elements and the one or
more second heating elements are configured to be selectively
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powered on under control of the controller to obtain different
overall heat output levels for the heater assembly.

13. An air conditioning unit comprising:

a heater assembly comprising:

a set of ribbon heaters; and

a set of coil heaters,

wherein the coil heaters are alternately distributed with
the ribbon heaters; and

a controller coupled to the heater assembly, the controller

controlling the powering on of the ribbon heaters and the
coil heaters.

14. The air conditioning unit of claim 13, wherein the
ribbon heaters and the coil heaters are distributed substan-
tially evenly within the heater assembly.

15. The air conditioning unit of claim 13, wherein the
heater assembly and the controller are part of a package
terminal heat pump unit.

16. The air conditioning unit of claim 13, wherein the
heater assembly and the controller are part of a package
terminal air conditioner unit.

#* #* #* #* #*
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